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WELCOME TO THE 
CITY OF LIGHTS!
We are pleased to welcome you to Baltimore for 
the 100th anniversary of the JCC Movement. As the 
oldest JCC in the country, it is an honor to celebrate 
this momentous occasion with you in a place that 
resonates with so much Jewish history and culture. 

Along with all the other exciting sessions and 
networking opportunities at the Biennial, we are 
thrilled to invite our guests to the Rosenbloom 
Owings Mills J on Monday for J Baltimore Live. The 
bus will follow the migration route of the Baltimore 
Jews, while our specially trained tour guides will 
provide insights into the Baltimore’s rich Jewish 
history. The onsite programming will offer replicable 
ideas for driving new revenue and enhancing the 
J’s platform in your community. I know you will also 
enjoy Tuesday evening’s Host Community event at 
the American Visionary Art Museum. The 1st and 2nd 
floors of the Museum will be open for self-guided 
tours from 6:30 to 7:30 followed by delicious food 
and special entertainment to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary.  

Enjoy this Host Community Guide which highlights a
number of our Baltimore favorites including the Jewish 
Museum of Maryland, neighborhood restaurants, and 
other attractions.  Thank you to our Host Committee 
including Randi Buergenthal, Randi Hertzberg, and
Carol Noel and our volunteers who have helped make 
this Biennial a reality.  On behalf of the JCC of Greater
Baltimore’s board of directors and professional staff, 
we wish you a great time in our City of Lights!

Maury Garten, Host Community Chair
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As you journey by bus to the JCC of Greater Baltimore
for an afternoon focused on embracing new markets 
and creating new community collaborations, our 
specially-trained tour guides will share the dynamic 
story of Jewish migration in Baltimore.

We have assembled four distinct sessions—each one
highlights innovators and strategic thinkers who have 
turned market trends into real programs and driven 
bottom-line revenue at each of the JCC of Greater 
Baltimore’s facilities.  Ask questions, learn about the 
programs and see how you can adapt this information 
for your own JCC. 

Opening Our Tent:
Serving the Observant Community
Discover how to thoughtfully develop and execute 
specialized programs and partnerships to showcase
how the Baltimore JCC works with Orthodox community.  
From marketing and hiring staff with great sensitivity 
to creating single sex programming and specialized 
camps for orthodox children, you’ll learn how to 
create an atmosphere of inclusion and respect.

Leveraging the J Brand Beyond our Walls
How do we move beyond the walls of our buildings 
to serve families with young children, create communal
partnerships and provide meaningful Jewish experiences 
to changing demographics? Explore Got Shabbat, 
Hands on Holidays, the development of a satellite 
urban JCC, non-traditional partnerships, interfaith 
programming, and more. Learn about successful and 
replicable programs including Downtown Baltimore 
JCC (DBJCC), Got Shabbat Downtown, Hands on 
Holidays, Chanukah at Hunt Valley Centre, and the 
Community Block Party. 

Forging a Healthcare Alliance
to Generate Revenue
With health and wellness options flooding the 
marketplace, how can a JCC partner with a leading 
healthcare system to build revenue and leverage our 
brand? Learn how to develop a profitable relationship 
and turn a community health system into a lead 
generator and income producing partnership. How 
did this develop? What are the steps to making this 
partnership work?

Creative Cultural Arts Programming
to Bolster Jewish Values
It’s more than sell-out shows.  A successful cultural 
arts program can become the essence of the JCC 
mission and educate, entertain, and elevate your 
brand. Discover how to work with local governments 
and schools to position the J as the cornerstone for 
community arts. From collaboration with leading 
cultural institutions to creating an immersive Jewish 
camp experience, see how a cultural arts program 
can showcase your J’s Jewish values.

A city of  VISIONARIES,
a city of innovation

J Baltimore Live: On-Site at the JCC Greater Baltimore
Monday, May 16, 2016  |  2:45-5:30pm
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•  While Jews had been living and working in
 Baltimore as far back as the 1780’s, it was not
 until the 1830’s that there were enough German
 Jews here to gather into neighborhoods and
 develop a community and institutions.

•  In the mid-late nineteenth century, the Jews of
 Baltimore (German and Russian) formed numerous
 charities to support coreligionists in need
 including the Hebrew Education Society (1852),
 the Hebrew Benevolent Society (1856), Daughter
 in Israel (1890), and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid
 Society (1903), to name a few.

•  The downtown Lloyd Street Synagogue is a Greek
 Revival style synagogue built in 1845.  Lloyd Street
 was the first synagogue building erected in Maryland
 and is the third oldest synagogue still standing in
 the United States.

•  Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, the son-in-law
 of Rabbi Sheftel Kramer, founded the Ner Yisroel
 Yeshiva in 1933 with six students. The Yeshiva was
 named after Rabbi Yisrael Lipkin Salanter, the
 founder of the Mussar movement and teacher
 of Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel

•  Francis Scott Key wrote America’s National
 Anthem while watching the bombardment of
 Fort McHenry during the War of 1812.

•  The first civic monument dedicated to President
 George Washington, Baltimore’s Washington
 Monument, is located in Mount Vernon.

•  Michael Phelps, the most decorated Olympian of
 all time with 22 medals, was born in Baltimore.

•  Baseball players Babe Ruth, Cal Ripken, Jr.,
 Billy Ripken, Lefty Grove, Frank (Home Run)
 Baker, and Harold Baines were born in Baltimore.

•  Thurgood Marshall, the first African American
 Supreme Court Justice, was born in Baltimore
 in 1908.

•  Reginald F. Lewis, the first black owner of a
 billion dollar company, was born in Baltimore.
 The Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland
 African American History is named in his honor.

•  Billie Holiday, the jazz singer, was born in
 Baltimore. A monument in her honor stands
 on the corner of Lafayette and Pennsylvania
 Avenues.

•  Snowballs were invented in Baltimore during
 the American Industrial Revolution.

BALTIMORE,
a city of famous firsts



EXPLORE...
our neighborhoods & cuisine

“Baltimore is on the A-list for aficionados of fine eats, 
fussy foodies, and everyone else who knows a great 
meal from a good meal.”     —USA Today

INNER HARBOR
The lively and beautiful waterfront is the centerpiece of
downtown Baltimore. Stroll the promenade and stop in 
any of the Inner Harbor’s fantastic cafes and restaurants.

Aggio Italian

614 Water Street | 410.528.0200
voly-aggio.com/baltimore | $$$

Bistro 300 American

300 Light Street, Hyatt Regency Baltimore
410.605.2839 | $$

BRIO Tuscan Grille Italian

100 East Pratt Street | 410.637.3440
brioitalian.com | $$

Fogo de Chao Steakhouse

600 East Pratt Street | 410.528.9292
fogodechao.com | $$$

Joe Squared Inner Harbor Italian

30 Market Place | 410.962.5566 | joesquared.com | $

Kona Grill New American

1 East Pratt Street | 410.244.8994 | konagrill.com | $$

Leinenkugel’s Beer Garden American

34 Market Place | 443.208.3316
leinebeergarden.com | $$

McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood & Steaks Seafood

711 Eastern Avenue | 410.234.1300 | $$

Miss Shirley’s Café – Inner Harbor American/Southern

750 East Pratt Street | 410.528.5373
missshirleys.com | $$

Mo’s Fisherman’s Wharf Restaurant Seafood

219 South President Street | 410.837.8600
mosbaltimore.com | $$$$

Morton’s The Steakhouse Steakhouse

300 South Charles Street | 410.547.8255
mortons.com | $$$

Rusty Scupper Restaurant Seafood

402 Key Highway | 410.727.3678
rusty-scupper.com | $$$

Ruth’s Chris Steak Houses at Pier 5 Seafood

711 Eastern Avenue, Pier 5 Hotel at the Inner Harbor
410.230.0033 ruthschris-pier5.com | $$$$

Sullivan’s Steakhouse Steakhouse/Seafood

1 East Pratt Street | 410.962.5503
sullivansteakhouse.com | $$$

MOUNT VERNON
The city’s cultural heart lies just north of downtown. 
Once home to Baltimore’s gilded age elite, it’s now 
filled with museums, galleries, manicured public 
gardens, and impressive architecture.

The Brewer’s Art Eclectic

1106 North Charles Street | 410.547.6925
thebrewersart.com | $$$

The Helmand Restaurant Afghan

806 North Charles Street | 410.752.0311
helmand.com | $$ 

The Prime Rib Steakhouse

1101 North Calvert Street | 410.539.1804
theprimerib.com | $$$$

Restaurante Tio Pepe Spanish

10 East Franklin Street | 410.539.4675
tiopepebaltimore.com | $$$$

4



5

HARBOR EAST
This is where the neighborhood of the Baltimore Marriott
Waterfront. It also happens to be one Baltimore’s 
trendiest destinations and features a host of amazing 
dining options.

Apropoe’s American

700 Aliceanna Street, Baltimore Marriott Waterfront
410.895.1879 | apropoesharboreast.com | $$

Azumi Japanese/Sushi

725 Aliceanna Street | 443.220.0477
azumirestaurant.com | $$$$

Charleston New American

1000 Lancaster Street | 410.332.7373
charlestonrestaurant.com | $$$$

Cinghiale Italian

822 Lancaster Street | 410.547.8282 | cgeno.com | $$$

Fleet Street Kitchen American

1012 Fleet Street | 410.244.5830
bagbyrestaurantgroup.com | $$$

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse and Wine Bar Steakhouse

720 Aliceanna Street | 410.332.1666
flemingssteakhouse.com | $$$

Lebanese Taverna Mediterranean/Vegetarian

719 South President Street | 410.244.5533
lebanesetaverna.com | $$

Loch Bar Seafood

200 International Drive, Four Seasons | $$

Mussel Bar & Grille Baltimore Seafood/American

1350 Lancaster Street | 410.946.6726
musselbar.com | $$

The Oceanaire Seafood Room Seafood

801 Aliceanna Street | 443.872.0000
theoceanaire.com | $$$

Ouzo Bay Greek

1000 Lancaster Street | 443.708.5818
ouzobay.com | $$$

Pazo Italian/Mediterranean

1425 Aliceanna Street | 410.534.7296 | $$$

Roy’s Hawaiian Fusion Asian Fusion/Seafood

720 Aliceanna Street | 410.659.0099
roysrestaurant.com | $$$

Ten Ten an American Bistro New American

1010 Fleet Street | 410.244.6867 | bagbys1010.com | $$$

Wit & Wisdom, A Tavern by Michael Mina American

200 International Drive, Four Seasons | 410.576.5800 
witandwisdombaltimore.com | $$$

FEDERAL HILL &
LOCUST POINT
These lively and growing neighborhoods have a historic 
past. Citizens once watched over the “bombs bursting 
in air” over Fort McHenry. Today you’ll find a wealth 
of boutiques, restaurants and bars brimming with 
locals and visitors alike.

Blue Agave Restaurante Y Tequileria Mexican

1032 Light Street | 410.576.3938
blueagaverestaurant.com | $$

Matsuri Japanese Restaurant Japanese/Sushi

1105 South Charles Street | 410.752.8561
matsuri.us | $$

Regi’s American Bistro American

1002 Light Street | 410.539.7344
regisamericanbistro.com | $$

The Rowhouse Grille Eclectic

1400 Light Street | 410.539.7344
therowhousegrille.com | $$

HAMPDEN
The epicenter of hipster Baltimore kitsch, it centers on 
36th Street – known as the “Avenue” – which features 
an eccentric array of cafes, eateries, and shops.

Birroteca Italian

1520 Clipper Road | 443.708.1935
bmorebirroteca.com | $$

Woodberry Kitchen Organic

2010 Clipper Park Road | 410.464.8000
woodberrykitchen.com | $$$



FELL’S POINT
& CANTON
Spirited waterfront communities that are in perpetual 
celebration of Baltimore’s nautical roots, featuring 
great pubs and restaurants and some of the best 
Chesapeake Bay Cuisine.

Barcocina Mexican

1629 Thames Street | 410.563.1500
barcocina.com | $$

Bo Brooks at Lighthouse Point Seafood

2780 Lighthouse Point | 410.558.0202
bobrooks.com | $$$

The BoatHouse Canton American/Seafood

2809 Boston Street | 410.773.9795
boathousecanton.com | $$

Captain James Landing Restaurant Seafood

2127 Boston Street | 410.327.8600
captainjameslanding.com | $$$

Kooper’s Tavern American

1702 Thames Street | 410.563.5423
koopers.com | $$

Slainte Irish Pub and Restaurant Irish

1700 Thames Street | 410.732.3474
slaintepub.com | $$

Waterfront Kitchen New American

1417 Thames Street | 410.681.5310
waterfrontkitchen.com | $$

Verde Italian/Pizza/Vegetarian

641 South Montford Avenue | 410.522.1000
verdepizza.com | $$

LITTLE ITALY
The authentic Italian neighborhood just steps from the
Inner Harbor brings an air of old school European charm
to the city. Here, you’ll find about a dozen cozy eateries 
offering the best traditional Italian fare.

Aldo’s Ristorante Italiano Italian

306 South High Street | 410.727.0700
aldositaly.com | $$$

Chiapparelli’s Restaurant Italian

237 South High Street | 410.837.0309
chiapparellis.com | $$$

Ciao Bella Ristorante Italian

236 South High Street | 410.685.7733
therealciaobella.com | $$$

La Scala Ristorante Italian

1012 Eastern Avenue | 410.783.9209
lascaladining.com | $$$

Sabatino’s Italian Restaurant Italian

901 Fawn Street | 410.727.2667 | sabatinos.com | $$$

KOSHER EATS
Accents Grill at The Atrium Meat Restaurant

2839 Smith Avenue | 410.602.2224
accentsgrill.com | $$

Cocoaccino’s Dairy Restaurant

2831 Smith Avenue | 410.653.3888
cocoaccinos.com | $$

Serengeti Steakhouse

2839 Smith Avenue | 410.413.6080
serengetibaltimore.com | $$$
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BALTIMORE
ATTRACTIONS
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor is an attraction in itself.
Surrounding this urban waterfront park, you’ll discover 
a number of incredible places to visit. The National 
Aquarium features more than 16,000 animals, from 
sharks to a giant sea turtle. A short ride away, the 
Maryland Zoo engages young and young at heart 
with the giraffe-feeding station and much more. 

City tours no longer mean looking through the windows 
of a bus. In Baltimore, a tour is one of the best ways 
to discover the heart of the city. Some of the great 
options include walking tours of neighborhoods like 
Mount Vernon, Pennsylvania Avenue or Fell’s Point. 
You can also trace the story of Baltimore and the
National Anthem during the War of 1812 or a city 
divided during the Civil War with the tours led by the 
Baltimore National Heritage Area’s urban rangers.

Or, explore the city by old-fashioned trolley bus, taxis 
and water taxis (see inset), aboard harbor tour ships, 
via Segways, while exercising or in the company of 
frightful spirits. Make you first stop the Baltimore 
Visitor Center on the West Promenade of the Inner 
Harbor. The city’s knowledgeable staff can help you 
plan your itinerary, select the tours that will engage 
you and even book them for you.

Baltimore Trolley Tours
401 Light Street | 410.768.1148

Yellow/Checker Cab
2100 Huntingdon Avenue | 410.685.1212

Baltimore Water Taxi
1800 South Clinton Street | 410.563.3900

DELVE INTO...
sightseeing, tours & taxis 

“There’s more to this city than the Orioles and Old Bay 
seasoning. See the attractions that reveal the many 
sides of Charm City.”     —Travel Channel

ARTS & CULTURE
Bustling Baltimore greets visitors with its renowned 
Inner Harbor, its nautical heritage and popular sports 
facilities. But, it’s well worth the effort to venture 
forth to experience the city’s cultural landscape, such 
as the acclaimed Baltimore Symphony under the 
baton of Marin Alsop, or the ever-growing theater 
scene and amazing art museums. From Mount Vernon, 
the city’s cultural hub, to historic Fell’s Point and the 
artsy Station North Arts and Entertainment District, 
you are sure to find something to delight, excite, thrill 
or entertain. And, you’ll find that not all of our art is
indoors – striking architecture, monuments and 
statues and murals enliven Baltimore at every turn.



MULTICULTURAL
Baltimore’s neighborhoods reflect a tapestry of 
cultures from around the world. A walk through 
Little Italy and Greektown reveals delicious old-world 
cuisine. Jewish culture and history are celebrated and 
preserved through rare books, oral histories, and fine
art at the Jewish Museum of Maryland (see inset ). 
At the Irish Shrine and Railroad Workers Museum, hear 
stories of the brave Irish-Americans who migrated 
to Baltimore in the late 1840s to escape the “Great 
Hunger” in Ireland.

The Jewish Museum of Maryland
and Lloyd Street Synagogue
The Jewish Museum of Maryland preserves the legacy 
of the immigrant past. The nation’s largest regional 
Jewish museum, its complex includes America’s third 
oldest surviving synagogue, the Lloyd Street Synagogue 
(1845). The Museum interprets the Jewish experience
in America. The Museum was founded in 1960 to rescue
and restore the historic Lloyd Street Synagogue, 
and has become a cultural center for the Jewish 
community and for those interested in Jewish history 
and traditions.

The Jewish Museum of Maryland is also excited to 
offer a new wellness exhibit: Beyond Chicken Soup: 
Jews and Medicine in America. For centuries, Jews 
have considered medicine a calling—an occupation 
of learning and good deeds, vital to all communities
and worthy of high respect. Historians point out that

“few occupations are as immediately linked to a group 
as medicine is to the Jews.” Jews and Medicine in 
America contributes to the contemporary conversation 
about health and medicine by illuminating the social 
meanings and values intrinsic to medical interactions.

DOWNTOWN
SYNAGOGUES
Beth Am
A Conservative synagogue located in Baltimore's 
Reservoir Hill community and considered one of the 
city's historic synagogues. 
2501 Eutaw Place | 410.523.2446
bethambaltimore.org

B’nai Israel: The Downtown Synagogue
Baltimore’s oldest, active congregation. Located near 
the Inner Harbor, the shul is also now home to 
Baltimore's fastest-growing downtown young adult 
and empty- nester communities.
27 Lloyd Street | 410.732.5454
jewishdowntown.org

Other synagogues in Baltimore
associated.org/communityresources/synagogues

MUSEUMS
From culturally significant to family friendly or just 
downright quirky, Baltimore’s museums cover the 
spectrum. Learn about the journey of Baltimore’s 
African American community at the Reginald F. Lewis 
Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture 
and at the National Great Blacks in Wax Museum. 

Journey through centuries of African American culture, 
and learn of the great Americans who called Baltimore 
home, from the nation’s first African American 
Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood Marshall, and 
revered abolitionist Frederick Douglass, to musical 
pioneers like Eubie Blake and Cab Calloway.

Celebrate sports history at the Babe Ruth Birthplace 
Museum. Return to bygone eras in pop culture at the 
Geppi’s Entertainment Museum. Or gaze in wonder
at the extensive collection of locomotives and rolling
stock at the B&O Railroad Museum.

For art lovers, no visit would be complete with 
savoring the world’s largest collection of works by 
Henri Matisse at the Baltimore Museum of Art, 55 
centuries of art at The Walters Art Museum or the 
fantastical works of self-taught artists at the American 
Visionary Art Museum.
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SPORTS
Peanut butter and jelly, apple pie and ice cream,
Baltimore and sports–some things just go together. 
Baltimoreans take their sports seriously. Today, sports 
fans flock to Oriole Park at Camden Yards, the first 
of the new breed of retro ballparks, to cheer on the 
O’s or the Birds as they are known locally.

The city’s love affair certainly extends to the NFL’s 
Baltimore Ravens (wait until you are in town for a

“purple Friday.”) You also can catch indoor soccer’s 
Baltimore Blast, wildly popular collegiate lacrosse 
(you will find the National Lacrosse Hall of Fame here); 
the Preakness Stakes, the middle jewel of racing’s 
Triple Crown (this May 21, if you will still be in town!); 
collegiate football, and international soccer “friendlies.”

HISTORICAL
ATTRACTIONS
From the time that Captain John Smith sailed into 
Baltimore’s harbor (yes, that Captain John Smith so 
prominent in America’s early days) to the penning of
our National Anthem, the story of the African Americans
journey to freedom, the industrial revolution, and waves 
of immigrants, Baltimore’s story is America’s story.

From Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic 
Shrine and the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House to 
the Edgar Allan Poe House and Federal Hill, there is 
so much to explore. Each period in America’s march 
from a British colony to industrial powerhouse can be 
discovered along our Belgian-block streets, on our 
national historical trails and scenic byways, in our tiny 
row houses, and in our mansions of the gilded-age. 
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PARKS, NATURE,
& ZOOS
With more than 1,500 animals representing 200 
species, the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore’s Druid Hill 
Park is the perfect place to show your wild side. For 
life (mostly) under water, check out the National 
Aquarium, located on the Inner Harbor.

For other activities, Baltimore’s parks offer places to 
hike, bike, or just relax with a picnic. Many of them 
also offer great space for family reunions. Federal Hill 
Park offers spectacular views of the Inner Harbor.

Patterson Park features one of the city’s iconic 
landmarks–a pagoda. Conservatories, arboreta, 
gardens and golf courses provide residents and 
visitors alike with beautiful spaces in public places.

SHOPPING
From one-of-a-kind local shops to national retailers, 
shopping in Baltimore is as fun and diverse as its hip 
and historic neighborhoods. Larger retail centers 
include Harborplace and  The Gallery. Harbor East is
fast becoming the city’s upscale shopping destination 
(think Under Armour Brand Store, Anthropologie, 
and Lululemon). A mix of boutiques can be found in
Federal Hill, Fell’s Point, Hampden, and Cross Keys as
well as along the Charles Street Scenic Byway. A walk 
down Antique Row presents an amazing collection 
of shops featuring items from the past.

Public markets abound. The Lexington Market is one 
of the oldest in the nation, while the Cross Street 
Market and the Broadway Market attract a mix of
locals and visitors. Farmers markets appear in season 
and offer a wide variety of foods, goods and crafts 
and are just plain fun to explore.


